
Ref: FAO/DOALOS/2009     28 January 2009 
  

SEAFO’s Response to the Request for Contribution to the Secretary’s General’s 
report concerning the Impact of issues relating to ocean affairs and the Law of the 
Sea as adopted by UNGA Resolution 63/111. 

 
1. With reference to para 117 reaffirms par 119 of resolution 61/222 of 20 December 2006 

regarding ecosystem approaches and oceans, including proposed elements of an ecosystem 
approach, means to achieved implementation of an ecosystem approach and requirements 
for improved application of an ecosystem approach, and in this regard: 
(a) Notes that continued environmental degradation in many parts of the world and 

increasing competing demands require an urgent response and the setting of priorities 
for management actions aimed at conserving ecosystem integrity; 

(b) Notes that ecosystem approaches to ocean management should be focused on managing 
human activities in order to maintain and, where needed, restore ecosystem health too 
sustain goods and environmental services, provided social and economical benefits for 
food security, sustain livelihoods in support of international developments goals, 
including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, and conserve marine 
biodiversity 

(c) Recalls that States should be guided in the application of ecosystem approaches by a 
number of existing instruments, in particular the Convention, which set out the legal 
framework for all activities in the ocean and seas, and its implementation Agreements, 
as well as other commitments, such as those contained in the Convention of Biological 
Diversity and the World Summit on Sustainable Development call for the application of 
an ecosystem approach  

 
   Ans: 

• The design of SEAFO’s management regime is science-based; taking into consideration 
an ecosystem approach and applies precautionary approach principles in the absence of 
reliable information. Comprehensive conservation and management measures, in respect 
of bottom trawling and the impact thereof on the substrate, have been adopted during the 
2008 Commission meeting.    

 
2. With reference to para 132 reaffirm the need for States, individually or through competent 

international organisations, to urgently consider ways to integrate and improve, based on 
the best available scientific information and precautionary approach and in accordance with 
the convention and related agreements and instruments, the management of risks to the 
marine biodiversity of seamounts, cold water corals, hydrothermal vents and certain other 
underwater feature; para133  calls upon States and international organisations to urgently 
take further action to address, in accordance with international law, destructive practices 
that have adverse impacts on marine biodiversity and ecosystems, including seamounts, 
hydrothermal vents and cold water corals; para 134 reaffirms the need for States  to continue 
and intensify their efforts, directly and through competent international organisations, to 
develop and facilitate the use of diverse approaches and tools for conserving and managing 
marine protected areas, consistent with international law, as reflected in the Convention, 
and based on the best scientific information available, and the development of representative 
networks of any such marine protected area by 2010.  

   Ans: 
• Refer to answerer of para 117 
• In addition the Commission during the 2008 meetings has realizing the need to enhance 

knowledge and understanding of the ecosystem and biodiversity in the convention area, 



in particular along the Walvis Ridge and in SEAFO closed areas, the Commission 
reiterate its full support for the MAR-Eco Project. 

• To protect vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) from significant adverse impacts and 
in response to the United Nations General Assembly Resolutions on sustainable fisheries 
(A/Res/61/105), SEAFO has adopted a conservation measure (12/08) relating to bottom 
fishing activities in all existing and new bottom fishing areas outside SEAFO closed 
areas. 

• The Commission adopted an Interim Vulnerable Marine Ecosystem (VME) data 
collection protocol under Article 3, par 6. 

• The commission approved that the Scientific Committee convene a special workshop in 
2009 that would further elucidate on bottom fishing/VMEs taking into account 
conservation measure 12/08 and also to provide a forum to facilitate the further 
development of the South Atlantic Mar-Eco research plans regarding the mapping of 
VME’s 

• The Commission approved that exploratory fishing should not be allowed in existing 
closed areas 

• The Commission approved the hiring of a consultant to develop a simple pictorial 
identification key for benthos including corals and sponges and to work with scientific 
institutes in the region to develop local expertise in this field.    

 


